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Editor's Foreword
Lewis P. Simpson
July 18, 1916 -April 17, 2005

With this, the sixth volume of RWP, we say a reluctant farewell
to James A. Grimshaw, Jr. and William Bedford Clark as editors of
the annual, but we happily welcome them as individual contri_butors,
Prof. Grimshaw with a moving tribute to his late mentor and friend,
Lewis P. Simpson, and Prof. Clark with his compelling account of
a "Tut's tomb" discovery in Warren studies. It is fitting that Volume
Six of RWP begin with contributions from these gentlemen, for
Warren scholars everywhere owe them an immense debt of gratitude
for so capably editing the first five volumes of this annual and for
their massive contributions to Warren studies in general. Having
them lead the way here, in Volume Six, is a small way of paying
homage to them and saying "thanks." I must also extend my
personal thanks to Profs. Grimshaw and Clark for their help and
advice as I began editing RWP.
I would also like to thank members of the MCLA administration
and my department chair at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
for supporting me in this endeavor and, thus, for supporting Warren
studies: President Mary K. Grant; Vice-President for Academic
Affairs Stephen A. Green; Dean of Academic Affairs Monica Joslin;
and English/Communications Department Chairperson Robert
Bishoff. I must also extend a special thanks to Managing Editor
Ted Hovet, Jr., whose advice and encouragement have been
invaluable to me since I assumed editorship of RWP in late
November, 2005, and to both Prof. Hovet and Prof. Lloyd Davies
for their ongoing dedication to the annual. Finally, on behalf of
Warren aficionados everywhere, I would like to thank again in these
pages those persons at WesternKentucky University who have made
this publication possible: President Gary Ransdell, Provost Barbara
Burch, Dean David Lee of the Potter College of Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences, and the members of the Center for Robert
Penn Warren Studies at WKU, beginning with the Center's
Coordinator, Mary Ellen Miller. Without the commitment,
generosity, and hard work of these members of the WKU
community, RWP simply would not exist.

Letters from Lewis:
Remembering Lewis P. Simpson

WKU Professor Emeritus Joseph R. Millichap, who was also
instrumental in the founding of the annual, describes in this volume
yet another important gift from the Warren family to the already
prodigious collection of Warren materials at Western Kentucky
University. Between Prof. Millichap's contribution to this volume,
which ends it, and those by Profs. Grimshaw and Clark, which
begin it, we offer a selection of five, more tr:iditionally scholarly
articles whose authors, in keeping with past practice, range from
established scholars to neophytes. One of the newcomers, Alan
Miller, was the 2005 winner of the Robert Penn Warren Essay
Contest at WKU. As also in the past, the breadth of subject matter
in these scholarly essays attests to the incredible richness and variety
to be found in the life and work of Robert Penn Warren.
Friendship, mentoring, generosity, creative and intellectual
vitality: these are all aspects of Robert Penn Warren's legacy to us,
just as they were all aspects of his own being, so it is not surprising
though it is certainly fitting-that these same qualities are expressed
and demonstrated within these pages, just as they were expressed
and demonstrated within the pages of volumes one through five of
RWP. Above all, an Annual of Robert Penn Warren Studies should
be deeply human in these ways, and we intend for this publication
to continue so.
However, Robert Penn Warren was a man of legendary energy
and extraordinary parts, even his friendship and its effects seeming,
in retrospect, outsized. He was also incredibly complex, complexity
(complicity)-including his own-being at once a subject and a
theme. As a result, we have much to do to keep up with him, even
today-or especially today. Accordingly, we plan to inaugurate
some new features of R WP in future issues, even as we continue
certain appropriate and well-established practices, such as
publishing student authors. Some of the innovations will fulfill
old ambitions, others will be entirely new, and still others probably
haven't occurred to us yet. In each case, our goal will remain what
it has been: to promote understanding and appreciation of the life
and work of Robert Penn Warren.

jAMESA. GRIMSHAW, JR.

For thirty-six years I had the privilege of knowing Lewis P. Simpson.
We met in the summer of 1969 when I took some American literature
classes at LSU, a prelude to my doctoral study. Dr. Simpson became
my dissertation adviser, a task he agreed to undertake although he
was already heavily committed to supervise several dissertations.
Robert Penn Warren told me during one of my visits to Fairfield,
Connecticut, that "Lewis Simpson is one of the best intellectual
minds in literary studies in the twentieth century." I believe him.
The extant letters span a period from 26 October 1972 to 9 April
2002-nearly thirty years-and have provided a source for my
memories and reminiscences of an exceptional adviser, teacher,
critic, editor, and friend. They begin after my graduation on 27
May 1972.1 had returned to the USAF Academy faculty in Colorado
Springs.
October 26, 1972
"I guess you are hard at work now. Midsemester for the fall term
has already passed here-this new schedule is still hard to adjust
to. Mimi and I went to Boston in August, since I had an NEH
committee meeting there (instead of in Washington for once). We
had a good time, spending a little extra time in the area and seeing
more than usual by engaging in a walking tour through the old part
of Boston. Went over to Cambridge and Concord on a beautiful
afternoon too ..
"Next week we are going over to Jacksonville, Florida, where
SAMLA meets this year. I am going up to Chapel Hill to speak at the
end of November. I guess we'll go to New York during Christmas."

Mark D. Miller
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